Dr. Banks said it might be a question whether the pathology of this diseased condition was simply the result of the proper atrophy of the gland not having proceeded in its normal course. Seeing that the gland was larger proportionally in the foetus than in the adult, and at a particular period began naturally to atrophy, the question might be entertained whether congenital goitre is a giand which at the proper time had caused to atrophy, or a gland where a morbid hypertrophy had taken place. In the former case the gland should have its glandular appearance and structure, while in the latter the structure of the gland should be altered. Dr. Thomson had alluded to the two kinds of bronchocele, and he (Dr. Banks) thought a very reasonable division of the marked forms would be this: in the one class the actual glandular structure was affected?the small cells being filled with a gelatinous fluid ; in the other there had been no structural change in the substance of the gland. This latter variety of cases would, in fact, more resemble a vascular tumour in any other portion of the body.
Meeting adjourned.
